
 

 
 

 

2017 
USS Holland AS-32 Association 

14th Annual Reunion 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 



USS Holland AS-32 

Association Reunion Itinerary 

Picture – October 11, 2016 – Gary Stowe (Association Treasurer) 13th Annual Reunion - Oatman, 
Arizona.  

“What? – The hotel has pet rules?!!”   



USS Holland AS-32 Association 
2017 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Reunion 

F.Y.I 
When:  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 -  2 4 ,  2 0 1 7  
Where: Best  Western Premier  
Hotel  & Conference Center  
800 East  Park  Dr ive  
Harrisburg, PA 17112
For reservations: 

Call their toll free number at 1-800-780-7234.  Identify yourself as with the USS 
Holland group and ask for group code “050873” when booking or you can make 
your reservation online at this link: http://thecentralhotelharrisburg.com/ 
Select the dates you would like to stay and then enter the group code into the Group Code 
box: 050873 and select Check Rates. The website will return all rooms available at the 
Holland’s special group rate. Our group rate is available 3 days before and after the reunion. 

Room Accommodations 

(Rates do not include 6% sales tax and 5% occupancy tax) 

Check in time is at 3:00 PM – Check out time is 11:00 AM 

In order to receive our group rate all reservations must be booked by 
August  20, 2017 

Air Travel: 
You can fly into the Harrisburg International Airport (FAA code MDT). 
The Central Hotel offers complimentary shuttle service to and from the 

Harrisburg International Airport, and the Harrisburg Train and Bus Stations 
American, United, Delta, Allegiant, Southern Airways and Air Canada all fly 
into Harrisburg and they have direct flights into many cities in the Western 
half of the US. The direct telephone number to the hotel is (717) 561-2800. 

 Train: 
Amtrak’s Keystone Service provides frequent daily service that 

includes New York, Philadelphia, Lancaster, Harrisburg and 
intermediate stations. You can call (800) USA-RAIL or go online at 

www.amtrack.com for scheduling information or reservations.  

Bus: 
Greyhound provides daily service to Harrisburg also. Greyhound can be reached at 

(800) 231-2222 or online at https://www.greyhound.com/en/ . 

Parking is both abundant and complimentary. High speed internet, bottled water, microwave, 
refrigerator and in-room safe are also complementary.  

The negotiated Holland room rate is $109.95 

http://thecentralhotelharrisburg.com/
http://www.amtrack.com/
https://www.greyhound.com/en/


Plan of the Day 
Wednesday – September 20, 2017 

15:00PM-23:59 Arrival - Please check in with our Reunion Representative in the Lobby to receive your 
reunion information package, followed by checking in at the hotel front desk. The Association officers 
await your arrival in the Hospitality Room. Come in and relax in the comfort and privacy of our 
hospitality room where you will find coffee and soft drinks. Snacks will be available for everyone’s 
munching pleasure. It’s the perfect place to greet old friends, especially those that you haven’t seen in 
years, to meet shipmates you didn’t know, to meet people who served at a different time but share the 
ship’s heritage. 

Outside food and beverages are allowed in the hospitality room (Central D&E). 

18:00 PM: Welcome reception begins. This is the first planned activity of the reunion. USS Holland AS-32 
Association Officers will have a few welcoming remarks and preview of the reunion activities in the 
hospitality room. It will be an excellent time to also meet new members, establish new friendships and 
renew old acquaintances.  

Hotel Restaurant and Bar information: 

The O’Reilly’s Tap Room & Kitchen serves Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner daily, with room service available. 
Your room rate includes breakfast for up to TWO per room daily. 
Happy Hour at O’Reilly’s is 4 – 6 daily with $3 well drinks and house wines and ½ priced appetizers. 

O’Reilly’s Tap Room & Kitchen 
O’Reilly’s Tap Room & Kitchen – From fine crafted beers on tap to festive holiday menus and dinner 
specials, O’Reilly’s Tap Room & Kitchen offer a memorable dining experience. 

Sunday – Thursday: 
Breakfast 6:30am – 11am 
Lunch 11am – 4pm 
Dinner 4pm – 10pm 
Pub Open until 11pm 
Friday & Saturday: 
Pub Open until 12:30am 

http://thecentralhotelharrisburg.com/dining-drinks/oreillys-tap-room-and-kitchen/


Plan of the Day 
Thursday - September 21, 2017 

6:30 – 11:00 AM Breakfast – Breakfast is included for up to two per room daily in your hotel room rate. 

9:00 AM – 17:30 - National Civil War Museum / Lunch at Fenicci’s (plated / Chocolate World 

The National Civil War Museum - In his Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln said: 
“Both read from the same Bible and prayed to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the other…. The 

prayers of both could not be answered.”  
Dr. Mary Decredico, US Naval Academy History Professor and member of the Museum’s Board of Directors and 

Advisory Council, in a speech at Gettysburg College in June 2011 provided the following North / South statistics: 
In comparison, the Union was composed of 23 states with a population of 22 to 23 million, produced 90% of all 

American goods and also produced 24 times the number of locomotives, 32 times the firearms, 30 times the boots and 
shoes, 20 times the pig iron, had 20,000 miles of railroad track and had a balanced economy that enabled them to 
export grain to Europe; while by contrast, the Confederacy had 11 states, a population of about 9 million (that included 
almost 4 million slaves) and had only about 9,000 miles of railroad. And yet the Confederacy did not give up until the 
very end, and, at several points almost won the War. You will find this a very interesting and balanced look back into 
what was the most important episode of our national history.   

The National Civil War Museum is a member of the Smithsonian affiliation program which gives it the 
opportunity to incorporate artifacts from the Smithsonian Institution’s extraordinary collections into its own exhibits. It 
is also one of the largest museums in the world dedicated solely to the American Civil War. The museum’s mission is to 
tell the whole story of this most troubled chapter in American history - the Civil War; the issues, people, lives, causes 
and ramifications are investigated from both a Northern and Southern viewpoint. 

12:30 Lunch:  Fenicci’s – Italian cuisine originally opened in 1935 under the DE Angelis name. Cost included in 
today’s trip registration fee.   

14:30 The Chocolate World (with a guided tour of the town of “the man behind the chocolate bar) will 
balance the day out with a change from serious history to serious, and educational, fun. Besides Hershey’s chocolate 
tour, there is the 4D Chocolate Mystery, Trolley Works, the Amazing Candy Machine, a chocolate tasting experience, 
the bakery, photo studio, and the opportunity to create your own candy bar. If the candy isn’t enough there is also a 
food court and shopping. 

At the Civil War Museum you will be immersed in US history. There is also a lot of history in Milton Hershey’s 
life that may, have had a direct impact on your life or the life of someone close to you. It could have all changed in 
1912 when Hershey put down a deposit on a first-class stateroom on the maiden voyage of the British luxury liner RMS 
Titanic. He canceled at the last minute due to business matters that required his attention. If you are old enough to 
Remember Ration D Bars and Tropical Chocolate Bars, you may still not know that they were made to have an 
unpleasant-enough taste to prevent the troops from having cravings for them. They were also specifically designed not 
to melt in the particular climates the bars were designed for. Between 1940 and 1945 over three billion of the Ration D 
and Tropical Bars were produced and distributed to service men and women throughout the world. The Hershey 
Chocolate Company was awarded five Army-Navy “E” Production Awards. The Hershey factory machine shop even 
made some of the parts for tanks.        

Milton Hershey believed that providing better living conditions for the workers resulted in better workers so he 
conceived of building a community that would support and nurture his workers. It was his passion. 



Plan of the Day 
Friday – September 22, 2017 

6:30 - 11:00 AM Breakfast - Breakfast is included for up to two per room daily in your hotel room rate. 

9:00 AM -  Board coach for Lancaster – Our guide will meet us in the hotel lobby to begin the Amish Farmlands Day.   
Begin the Fisher/Lapp farm experience which will include lunch on the farm and an afternoon tour of the 
farmlands.     

 Many people are familiar with the conservative, Old-World lifestyle of the Amish, however, very few truly 
understand their beliefs and tenets of faith. The Lancaster County in Pennsylvania is the third largest settlement in the 
US with Northeast Ohio being the largest and the second largest being a group of Amish people in Elkhart and the 
surrounding counties in Northeastern Indiana. Ohio State University researchers place the Amish population in the US 
and Canada at over 251,000 in 2012 and in 1989 at about 100,000. This will be an excellent opportunity for you to 
dispel any misconceptions you may have that you may not even know you had. You will see how they live and work. 
You will share a meal with them and you will have the extraordinary opportunity to ask questions about what you may 
want to know. By the way, Pennsylvania Dutch is not Dutch. The word Dutch is a corruption of “Deutsch” or German of 
which they speak an ancient dialect that has been greatly influenced by the English that surrounds them. In Ohio, it is a 
version of Swiss-German.         

    17:00 - The Turkey Hill Experience - is an excellent way to end your touring day. Through interactive exhibits you can 
experience the history and culture of Lancaster county and learn about the beginnings of Turkey Hill Dairy. The 
interactive exhibits will take you from milking a cow to filling ice cream cartons. There is a Taste Lab where visitors can 
design and develop their own ice cream concoction, while also learning about pasteurization and homogenization along 
the way. Be warned, there is a final test you must pass – if you share your creation, the grade is determined by the 
facial expression(s) of those you share with. 

19:30 – Arrive back at Best Western    
8:00 – 23:59 - Hospitality Room, is open. 

Picture: October 10, 2017 – If you want to know the story behind the Queen of England’s connection to the USS Holland, you will have to come to 
Harrisburg and ask our Association Historian, Kenneth Noll. 



Plan of the Day 

Saturday – September 23, 2017 
6:30 – 11:00 AM Breakfast – Breakfast is included for up to two per room daily in your hotel room rate. 

10:30 – 12:30: Business Meeting. The location of the meeting will be in the Hospitality Room, Central D & E. 
Please plan on attending. This will be our only chance this year to get together in person to discuss the 
Associations business and future! 

17:00 - 18:00 Pre-dinner Cocktail hour. 

18:00 – 22:00: The USS Holland AS-32 Banquet. Enjoy your last night in a more formal atmosphere. Coat   
and tie recommended for the gentlemen and corresponding dress for the ladies. If you can still wear a 
complete and correct uniform, please do. Retirees are especially encouraged to do so. We will continue  the 
tradition of a gift exchange this year so if you want to participate, bring a gift valued at $25 or  less that 
represents your home state, city or area that you are from to the banquet. 

The hospitality room will close during the Banquet, reopening later in the evening. 
21:30 - 23:59 - Hospitality Room. 

Picture: October 10, 2016 – Getting set-up for a cookout at Lake Mead National Recreation Area by the Davis 
Dam 



Plan of the Day 

Sunday – September 24, 2017 

09:30 Memorial Service: Room – Central D & E 

Following breakfast, we will conduct our Memorial Service. The Invocation followed by the Memorial Service 
will provided by our Association Chaplain Pastor Tom Booth. The memorial service will honor those who 
have served on the USS Holland and that have gone on to the eternal life. After the Memorial service we will 
say our farewells to one another; hugs, and tears are authorized. We have moved beyond the hand-shaking 
stage. 

And say goodbye until we meet in 2018 

Picture: October 13, 2016 – The Red Hat Group - a surprise gift from Virgil Agbunag in honor of the 
Sacramento River Cats.
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